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FTER THE UNIQUE rhythms of the summer break, 


the fall term always brings much energy and excitement back to 
campus as Redeemer University once again works to carry out its 
mission of discipling students to share the love and hope of Jesus 
wherever they're called. Laughter in the halls, lectures in the classrooms, 


games on the fields and music in the auditorium are always inspiring after 
the summer months. 


This fall we have more students living on campus than ever before. With the 
opening of the Charis Live and Learn Centre in the spring of 2022, there are 


now 553 students living in community in residence on campus. You can learn 
more about this new milestone in the story on page 11. 


Over the summer months, there were several significant changes to campus. 
The dining hall was opened up to the commons, making for a modern, open, 
light-filled space for students to gather for meals and studying. The hall was 
also outfitted with new modern furnishings, lighting and glass doors. The 
main reception area of Founders Hall—now called the Welcome Centre—was 
also given an update and reconfiguration. The result is a more welcoming first 
impression for prospective and current students and visitors. These updates 
are all part of the Learn. Forward 2025 Strategic Plan Key Strategy #3: Invest 


in Contemporary and Sustainable Facilities. 

The grand opening of the Innovation Centre in 
September also showcased the fully outfitted 
makerspace and new office spaces for Innovation 
Centre and Career Centre staff located in the 
Charis Centre. 


As we begin to look ahead to 2024, strategic 
planning is already underway. I'm grateful to 
the board for their support and input as we 
refresh the way we communicate Redeemer’s 
mission and develop organizational values. We 
recently announced the appointment of Heidi 
de Vries '05 as legal counsel and vice president, 
strategic initiatives. She will join the leadership 
team in November adding strategic capacity as 
Redeemer looks to future programs and long- 
term sustainability. 


God has also provided for Redeemer through 

a number of other employee additions. In July, 
Redeemer welcomed Dr. Peter Neumann as 
vice president, academic. His experience in 
post-secondary education and leadership will 
be a valuable asset to the academic area and 
for the university overall. Read more about 
Neumann on page 8. We're also maintaining 
our commitment to strong spiritual formation 
and increased Reformed Christian worldview 
integration through a strengthened chaplaincy 
program. In addition to Redeemer's newly 
hired student life chaplain, Rev. Samuel Kim, 
Redeemer has welcomed a new faculty chaplain, 
Rev. Dr. Bill DeJong, to focus efforts on spiritual 
formation at the faculty and staff level. These 


“Laughter in the 
alls, lectures in the 
classrooms, games on the 
fields and music in the 
auditorium are always 
inspiring after the 
summer months.” 


“We're also maintaining 
our commitment 

to strong spiritual 
formation and 
increased Reformed 
Christian worldview 
integration through 
astrengthened 
chaplaincy program.” 


are both important additions to enhance student 
discipleship, spiritual leadership and pastoral care for 
Redeemer’s employees and students. 


Redeemer has also been exploring new ways to enhance 
its reputation and visibility within the Christian 
community in Canada. The university has a unique and 
important educational offering and we want to ensure 
more students know about it as they consider post- 
secondary options. As such, Redeemer is welcoming 
Rend Collective to campus in November for two sold- 
out shows. As part of that, we will welcome students 
and families to Redeemer’s largest campus visit day 

in history. We are also excited to provide campus 
facilities to The Gospel Coalition Canada to host a youth 
conference next spring. As a partner, Redeemer will be 
able to contribute speakers and workshop leaders, as 
well as share more about the university with hundreds 
of high school student attendees. We pray that these 
efforts to engage prospective students and their families 
will open new doors for enrolment growth and increase 
Redeemer's Kingdom impact. @ 
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Dr. Peter Neumann, a relational and visionary 


leader, will lead Redeemer's Reformed 
educational vision into its next chapter. 


EDEEMER ANNOUNCED THE appointment of 

Dr. Peter Neumann as vice president, academic this Past May. 

Neumann brings a wealth of experience in academic leadership 

to the position. He served as academic dean at Master's College 
and Seminary in Peterborough, Ontario for the past seven years, where he 
was a member of the lead team and supervised all academic Programs, 
curriculum and faculty. Neumann managed a team of core faculty and staff 
as well as adjunct faculty. He was also responsible for compliance with 
academic accreditation standards and contributing to the creation and 
review of policies for academics and other departments. 


Neumann has served as a teaching faculty member at both Master's 
College and Seminary and Tyndale Universit 


y Seminary. Prior to his time in 
academics, he also served in pastoral minist 


ry. 
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hrilled to join 
Redeemer University’s 
Reformed educational 
mission emphasizing a 
robust and integrative 
world and life view 
rooted in the narrative 
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of Scripture.’ 


“Peter brings a great deal of experience in academic 
and institutional leadership,” said president Dr. David 
Zietsma. “He has a track record of building collaborative 
teams, empowering people and engaging in visionary 
and relational leadership. He is enthusiastic about the 
holistic vision of living, learning and cultural renewal at 
the heart of Redeemer's Reformed Christian mission. I 
am thankful that God has guided him to us during a time 
when we must strengthen, innovate and further develop 
the university's programs and degrees” 


Neumann holds a doctor of philosophy in theology from 
University of St. Michael's College (Wycliffe College), 
Toronto School of Theology, a master of theological 
studies also from Wycliffe College, Toronto School of 
Theology, a bachelor of arts in philosophy from York 
University and a bachelor of theology, pastoral from 
Eastern Pentecostal Bible College. 


“lam thrilled to join Redeemer University's Reformed 
educational mission emphasizing a robust and integrative 
world and life view rooted in the narrative of Scripture; said 
Neumann. “The foundational understanding that Jesus Christ 
is Lord over all of creation animates my own faith, work and 
scholarship. I look forward to contributing to the tradition 
by empowering faculty and students to live into their 
redemptive impact in whatever sphere Christ calls them’ 


Neumann will work closely with the senior leadership team 
to grow Redeemer's impact through its unique mission. 
This includes leading the academic leadership group in the 
development of the faculty and curriculum to ensure the 
integration of learning, research and scholarship in ways 
that disciple the next generation of Christian leaders to 
share the hope and love of Jesus wherever they are called. 


Neumann began his new role on July 1, 2023. 


Q&A 


with the VPA 


What are you most looking forward 
to in your new role? 


Overall, I'm looking forward to working alongside 
Christians from various traditions to help educate and 
train the next generation for Christian witness and 
leadership, I enjoy interacting with faculty, and want to 
help them flourish as teachers and researchers as we 


Serve our students and God's wider Kingdom purposes. 
I'm also excited about the opportunities Redeemer has 
for development of new programs to serve the Christian 
community more widely. 


What do you think will be your 
biggest challenge? 


Our wider Canadian culture operates from worldview 
perspectives that at times conflict with or are simply 
dismissive of foundational Christian commitments. 
Redeemer’s approach to education operates within 

a biblical worldview shaped by a Reformed Christian 
perspective. This approach therefore meets significant 
challenges. At the same time, there are also societal shifts 
with regard to expectations for education. Students (and 
parents!) are looking for education to equip graduates 
practically for career options and preparedness. 
Redeemer needs to thoughtfully navigate the tensions 
of preserving its mission while simultaneously serving 
current and future generations of students. 


What do you like to do in your spare time? 


I play softball in the summer and try to go for runs 

all year long at least a couple times a week with our 
Australian Shepherd (in a hopeless attempt to burn its 
energy). | also enjoy reading, mostly non-fiction, but also 
different types of fiction. 


What books have you recently read? 


Recently, my reading list has been filled with titles that 
are deepening my understanding of the Neo-Calvinist 
tradition and perspective on worldview and education. 
This includes, for example, Albert Wolters’ Creation 
Regained and Cornelius Plantinga’s Engaging God's World. 


What's a favourite Scripture passage 
or book of the Bible? 


Currently, I've been reflecting a lot on Paul's words in 

1 Cor. 1:23, “we proclaim Christ crucified’ It reminds me 
that the Lord Christians serve is one who, rather than 
seeking celebrity or using power coercively, gives himself 
sacrificially for others. Believers are called to emulate this 
countercultural character of Jesus in every area of life. 
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New Communications 
and Media Studies 
Degree Added 


Redeemer adds its third new degree 
in as many years after gaining greater 
degree-granting authority in 2020. 


NEW BACHELOR OF of communications and media studies 

(B.CoMS) degree program, with a concentration in media 

production is being offered at Redeemer this fall. The new degree 

credential builds on the previous digital production program in 
media and communications studies (MCS), granting graduates a bachelor of 
arts. With this addition, Redeemer becomes the only Christian university in 
Canada to offer this degree and further distinguishes itself with its focus on 
creative production. 


“The introduction of the bachelor of communications and media studies signals 
a continued investment in the arts at Redeemer, offering a degree intentionally 
targeted towards the applied fine arts, the practical and commercial application 
of art and design, of which media production will be the first” says Dr. 

Kyle Spyksma, associate vice president, academic and dean of institutional 
effectiveness. “This new degree program, grounded in Redeemer's liberal arts 


“By integrating faith and learning, students gain a 
deeper understanding of how communication and 
media impact our world ...” 


and Reformed Christian identity, will 
make use of and build on the traditional 
fine arts programming offered in art, 
music, English and MCS, and will 

lead to industry-related employment 
opportunities for students.” 


The new program is the third ina 
series of new degrees announced, 
including a bachelor of business 
administration and a bachelor of 
kinesiology, since the university gained 
expanded degree-granting authority 
in 2020. In addition to the current 
media production concentration, 
which emphasizes videography and 
filmmaking, there is the potential to 
add other new streams in the future, 
such as a digital communication 
stream that would focus on 

writing and communications for 

a digital marketplace. 


“Cultivating a strong foundation in 
communications and media studies 
within the context of a Christian 
university provides students with 

a unique perspective and valuable 
skills that can be applied to 

various fields, such as marketing, 
social media, filmmaking and 
commercial videography,” says Dr. 
Murray Stiller, professor of media 

and communications studies. “By 
integrating faith and learning, students 
gain a deeper understanding of how 
communication and media impact our 
world, and how they can use their skills 
to positively contribute to society.” 


Existing MCS students may be 

able to switch into the new 

B.CoMS program, but also have the 
option to remain in their current 
programs and earn their degrees 
based on the program requirements 
in place prior to the program changes 
in MCS. Students interested in taking 
Programming in this area will have 
the option to enrol in the consolidated 
MCS general major, the minor, or 

the new B.CoMS media production 
concentration. @ 


A Full 
Community 
This Fall 


Residences are brimming with 
students and excitement for 
this upcoming year. 


HIS FALL, ON-CAMPUS 

student housing is nearing capacity. 

With the most students ever living on 

campus, the Redeemer community is 
vibrant like never before. 


553 students are calling campus home, 
spread across four different residences. In 
the 2023-2024 academic year, Redeemer 
has 1,052 enrolled students, representing 56 
denominations and 32 countries. 


“Residence life offers a unique experience of 
Christian community,” says Kevin Johnson, dean 
of students. “Students learn to do life together 
in so many ways: learning, caring, forgiving, 
laughing, growing, praying and so much more. 
There is just something truly beautiful about a 
community that is grounded in Jesus. My own 
experience of campus living was profoundly 
influential in my development as a follower of 
Christ. | hope the same for the many students in 
residence this year.” 


“There are full dorms, a lot of 
people on campus and plenty 
oj new staff. It’s a fresh slate 


to try new things.” 


Residence life director AC Taylor is passionate about helping 
students grow. He sees residence as something much more 
than just a place to eat and sleep. 


“Our hope is that students leave at the end of the year different 
from when they arrived, that part of their learning includes living 
in community, growing in faith and overcoming challenges,” says 
Taylor. “It’s a safe place, with lots of support, but it’s not always 
the most comfortable place. Students encounter fellow believers 
with different backgrounds, perspectives and personalities 

and are encouraged to navigate those things and walk together 
through them. Experiential learning and active reflection are key 
pieces of residence life, and the relationships become enriched, 
often lasting a lifetime.” 


For the first time, there are more upper-year students living 

on campus than first-year students. One change that has 

made this possible is the addition of the new Charis Live and 
Learn Centre. The centre is a mixed-use residence building 
introducing 170 new beds and extra classrooms, with the Career 
Centre, Innovation Centre and a makerspace on the lower level. 
Other contributing factors are positive past experiences in 
residence and fewer options for affordable housing off-campus. 


First- and many second-year students typically live with seven 
other students in a townhouse, including a residence advisor 
(RA), where they develop community through dorm devotions 
and dinners together. Upper-year students typically live in 
apartment-style housing with one to seven other students 

and receive support from their housing advisor (HA) or senior 
student housing advisor (SSHA). This year, there are 51 total 
student residence life staff, which includes residence life 
facilitators, RAs, HAs and SSHAs. 


“I'm excited about the newness,” says Taylor. “There are full 
dorms, a lot of people on campus and plenty of new staff. It’s 
a fresh slate to try new things. We are always thinking about 
how to do residence life in a way that integrates Redeemer's 
unique, spiritually vibrant communal living model with the 
needs of this generation.” 


Taylor puts it succinctly: “In my experience. there's no place 
that does residence like Redeemer’ @ 


FALL 2023 | resound nN 


A New 
Creation 


The 2023 Kuyper 
Conference, hosted at 
Redeemer this past May, 
celebrated the intersection 
between Kuyperian theology 
and the art of kintsugi. 


ROKEN PIECES OF ceramic 
and clay strewn across a table. To some 
the scene may look like nothing but a 
mess to be swept up and thrown away. 
But to a kintsugi maker, a broken vessel is seen as 
an opportunity to make something entirely new, 
something good and beautiful, out of brokenness. 


This is the perspective of Academy Kintsugi, a 
program of Culture Care Creative, co-founded 
by 2023 Kuyper Prize winner Makoto Fujimura 
and his wife, lawyer and entrepreneur Haejin 
Shim Fujimura. The husband and wife team were 
at Redeemer this past May for the 2023 Kuyper 
Conference. Fujimura presented the annual 
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“Kintsugi makers do not 
hide the fracture of the 
past: rather they mend 
it to make New.” 


Kuyper lecture on Kintsugi Grace and accepted the 2023 
Kuyper Prize, given by Calvin University and Calvin Theological 
Seminary, at the Wednesday evening keynote. 


Academy Kintsugi states, “Kintsugi makers do not hide the 
fracture of the past; rather, they mend it to make New. Every 
fracture is an opportunity to make into the New. In this regard, 
Kintsugi is applicable from a broken tea ware to a fractured 
relationship to a victim of violence to a historical conflict zone” 


The theme of the conferenc 
the intersection of Abraha 
Reformed symbolism foun 
included Plenary sessions 
and Justice: A Path into Ne 
Where Have you Gone, Ab 
Different Publics, and Dr. 
A Neo-Kuyperian, Healing 
Presented by over 40 sch 
of Kintsugi Experience s 
Participants to create s 
using the art of kintsu 


€, Kuyper and Kintsugi, explored 

m Kuyper’s theology and the 

d in kintsugi. The conference lineup 
with Haejin Shim Fujimura on Beauty 
w Creation, Dr. John Stackhouse on 
raham Kuyper? Public Theology for 
Vincent Bacote on Sealing Cracks: 
Process. Academic papers were 

olars from around the world. A number 
essions were also offered allowing 
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Fujimura’s art was exhibited in the Redeemer University Art 
Gallery throughout the summer in an exhibition titled Fearfully 
and Wonderfully Made. The exhibition brought together 13 
paintings, each made using Fujimura's distinctive integration of 


gestural abstraction and traditional Japanese Nihonga processes. 


The fragility and mineral beauty of Nihonga rewards close, 
contemplative viewing. The pulverized minerals of Nihonga 
(gold, silver, platinum, oyster shell, azurite, malachite, vermilion, 
cinnabar) refract light in ways not captured by photography. 
Fujimura notes that “if the viewers slow down to gaze upon 
them, their eyes will find healing and hope in the refracted 
light. My paintings are created to, ina literal sense, refract the 
Rainbows for the fallen world (quoting Calvin Seerveld)” @ 


The Reformation 
Legacy Award: 


Dr. Albert M. Wolters 


During one conference plenary session, 
delegates heard from a number of different 
voices recognizing the distinct contribution of 
one of Redeemer’s emeritus faculty members: 
Dr. Albert M. Wolters. Wolters was awarded the 
inaugural Reformation Legacy Award. 


Wolters represents not only an important early 
faculty member of Redeemer, but also a key 
figure in Reformed Christian scholarship around 
the globe. Much of his renown resulted after the 
publishing of his book Creation Regained, which 
clearly and succinctly explains the Reformed 
Christian worldview. Based on a series of lectures 
Wolters gave in the early 1980s at the Institute 
for Christian Studies in Toronto, Creation 
Regained has been in print for 38 years, has been 
translated into 12 languages and is available at 
Redeemer’s bookstore, 21Five. 


Dr. Jessica Joustra, director of the Albert M. 
Wolters Centre for Christian Scholarship stated, 
“When I think of Dr. Wolters’ work and impact for 
the Reformed tradition, I can't help but think of 
one of Kuyper's claims from his Stone Lectures, 
about the task of stewarding the Reformed, 
Christian tradition in his time, and for the times 
to come. Kuyper wrote that the task ahead of 
him—and us, as those to whom these insights 
about God, his word, and his word have come—is: 


‘..not to copy the past, as if Calvinism were a 
petrifaction, but to go back to the living root of 
the Calvinist plant, to clean and to water it, and 
so to cause it to bud and to blossom once more, 
now fully in accordance with our actual life in 
these modem times, and with the demands of 
the times to come.” 


Four international scholars including Redeemer 
president emeritus Dr. Justin Cooper participated 
in a panel to help celebrate the work and witness 
of Wolters and invited delegates to continue that 
project of stewarding these gifts and insights. @ 
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University Efforts to Engage the Past and the 


HE LAND ON which the 
Redeemer University community 
learns, lives, works and plays 
has a rich and complex history. 
In 2021, Redeemer set out to research and 
properly acknowledge this history by publishing a 
comprehensive account, with plans to make it 
public this year. 


“We have this really significant wealth of 
archeological sites on our campus," says Nicole 
Benbow, academic program manager, adjunct 
lecturer in history and lead researcher on the 
project. Within the boundaries of what is now the 
Redeemer campus, a large Indigenous settlement 
was excavated by archaeologists dating to 1280- 
1330 CE. The excavation of the Attawandaron village 
took place in 2008, and resulted in the recovery of 
51,127 artifacts including pottery, stone tools such 
as anvils, wedges and whetstones, and many items 
of worked bone including beads, bracelets, hair 
pins and gaming pieces. A small number of artifacts 
have been on display on campus for a number of 
years. With such a significant legacy on campus, 
Redeemer has undertaken efforts to develop its 
response to a broken past. 


The injustices against Indigenous peoples in Canada 
have been documented and discussed in educational 
spaces, government and media for decades, but 
struck with new gravity in 2021 as Canadians were 
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reminded of the pain experienced by Indigenous 
children, families and communities, which will have a 
lasting impact for generations to come. But the reality 
of stories of young children taken from their homes 
and families to live, and sometimes die, at residential 
schools across the country brought renewed 
awareness and urgency to the issue of Indigenous 
reconciliation once more. 


As an Ontario university with multiple archaeological 
sites, excavated by archeologists since the 1990s, 
Redeemer was no stranger to these conversations 
and yet the cultural moment in 2021 called for 

a more robust Reformed Christian perspective 

and response. What should a Christian institution 
and community think and do about truth and 
reconciliation? Where does this movement align 
with Scripture and our Christian calling and where 
do they diverge? 


"Many Canadians, | think, are people of good will who 
wish to understand how to repair relations with First 
Nations communities, But this requires a major effort 
to learn about not only those communities and their 
histories, but also the history of Canada's relations,” 
says Dr. Rob Joustra, professor of politics and 
international studies. "As Christians we should be 
rightly disturbed by the headline injustices that grab 
the public’s attention, like residential schooling or 
boil water advisories. But itis not enough to protest 
these realities, we must go deep to wonder why and 


Future 


how these realities have come to be. 
Christians should therefore not only 
have their conscience pricked by 
Indigenous issues, but also their 
curiosity and their intellect.” While 
there are few simple, easy answers, 
there are some foundational principles 
on which we can stand and there are 
some things Redeemer can and has 
begun to do. 


The whole earth belongs to God 

(Ps. 24:1-2, Col 1:16), and he has 
determined the times and places 
where everyone will live (Acts 17:26). 
Yet, no one can fully comprehend 
the grand plan of God as he moves 
in history. We confess that sin 
pervades the entire world and all of 
its people (Rom 8:22-23); history 

is replete with evidence of that 
brokenness. And yet we rejoice in 
the redemption accomplished and 
offered to all through Jesus Christ 
the great redeemer (John 3:16). 
Listening, learning, reflecting and 
showing compassion for Indigenous 
neighbours is just the beginning of a 
journey down pathways to restoration. 
Even when there are different 
perspectives on what actions to take, 
we are Called to be salt and light, 

to seek justice, love mercy, walk in 
humility and be ambassadors for the 
reconciliation offered through Christ 
as he makes all things new. 


“I find that because of the Gospel, 
Christians can approach sensitive 
issues with hope for restoration. 
Rather than bitterness and despair, 
Christians can share that it is in fact 
Possible to return human interaction 
to the way it is supposed to be,” 

Says Avigail Venema, a third-year 
English and history student. "To the 
Christian, building community and 
restoring brokenness are key to the 
Gospel and the calling of the church- 
and studying Indigenous history in 
Canada and abroad deepens our 
understanding of how we may live 
Out that calling.” 


The cover art depicts 

a prayer book titled Letting 
Go of Anxiety designed 

by Indigenous artist Dr. 
Patricia June Vickers. 

Init she uses mixed media 
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to contemplate Scriptures 
left to her by her parents 
and imprinted on her when 
she was a young adult. 


On September 30, 2021, the federal government observed 

the first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. Previously known 
more informally as Orange Shirt Day, the new federal statutory holiday 
is intended to raise awareness of the individual, family and community 
intergenerational impacts of residential schools. The National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation is a direct response to Call to Action 80 in the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report. That same day, Redeemer 
hosted a commemorative event to mark the start of a year of intentional 
listening as a community. Bi-weekly Listening Fridays throughout the 
2021-22 academic year became somber and often emotional spaces 
where students. faculty and staff gathered over Zoom to hear from 
indigenous writers, educators and other representatives and learn about 
the 94 Calls to Action from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 


“| feel as if [have much to learn, and listening to and being with ’ 
[indigenous people] is the posture that | need to practice continually, ‘ 
says Dr. Raymond Chiu, assistant professor of business. “Forme. 
attending the Listening Fridays at Redeemer shed light on the 
stereotypes and misconceptions about 
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PATHWAYS TO RESTORATION 


UNIVERSITY EFFORTS TO ENGAGE THE PAST AND THE FUTURE 
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the diverse First Nations population 
across Canada.” 


After that first year of listening, an 
Indigenous studies working group 
identified the essential topics that should 
be addressed in the curriculum froma 
Reformed Christian perspective. The 
group found that Indigenous topics, 
issues, history and guest speakers were 
already integrated into a wide variety 

of courses at Redeemer in areas such 

as history, humanities, psychology, 
business, applied social sciences, political 
Science and English. To give students 

the opportunity to take a deeper dive, 

the group presented for consideration a 
fully developed syllabus for a new course 
called Introduction to Indigenous Studies, 
@ 200-level non-Western perspectives 
elective in the Core program. 


Dr. Karen Dieleman, professor of English and a member of 

the Indigenous studies working group, says the course would 
continue the posture of listening and learning. “The goal is not to 
produce students who know the ins and outs of all the issues,” 
she says. “I think the goal is that students would feel comfortable 
enough to see themselves as continuous learners and not be 
afraid to engage in this issue and have these conversations.” 


“A lot of the work of reconciliation can just be knowing and being 
more aware,” says Benbow. She teaches pre-Confederation and 
post-Confederation Canadian history courses at Redeemer that 
delve into the history of Indigenous people and their stories. 
Benbow was also part of the working group and feels the 
proposed new course will be an important one. 


“In this cultural moment, as Canadians and as Christians, we 
need to be thinking about these things,” she says. “My kids are 
learning about this in elementary school in ways that | didn't. 
Students will be coming to us with much more knowledge than 
we had and it makes sense that Redeemer helps expand that 
knowledge and explore it from a Christian perspective.” 


PATHWAYS TO RESTORATION 


The course aims to provide an initial pathway for students 

to better understand the particular relationships between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada. It would 
guide students through several local Indigenous worldviews 
and experiences, listening carefully to Indigenous voices. . 
Students would have the opportunity to further engage with 
the culture, history, perspectives and issues of a particular 
group of their choosing. They would be given tools to think 
through the complexities of reconciliation and encouraged 
to consider meaningful action at the personal and communal 
level. Students would be able to articulate how the biblical 
concept of shalom serves as a foundation for a Christian's 
call to seek justice and restoration in Indigenous and non- 
Indigenous relationships in Canada. To aid students in their 
learning about Indigenous ways of knowing and being, the 
course would emphasize learning principles of memory, 
generational knowledge and place. 


Benbow is pleased that the new course would take student 
learning well beyond the Indigenous history that is covered in 
her courses. “It's not just a historical conversation. It's about 
politics, music, art, faith and all of life." 


“Students will be coming to us 
with much more knowledge than 
we had and it makes sense that 
Redeemer helps expand that 
knowledge and explore it from a 
Christian perspective.” 


Dr. Deborah Bowen, professor emerita of English, has included 
Indigenous writers in several of her courses such as postcolonial 
literature and environmental literature. She feels it's vitally 
important to hear from and listen well to Indigenous voices, 
"This is an opportunity for Christians in a university setting to 
begin to try to right some of the massive wrongs that have been 


done to Indigenous peoples in our country, often in the name of 
Christianity." 


Dr. Tim Epp, professor of sociology, also values the inclusion 

of Indigenous voices in his courses. He spends a quarter of his 
Canadian society course discussing Indigenous social history, 
residential schools and land rights. For the past several years, 
he has invited a representative from Six Nations to speak 

about Indigenous land rights and his class takes a virtual tour 
of the former Mohawk Institute Residential School (Woodland 
Cultural Centre) including a question and answer period with 
staff. The course emphasizes the ways that past social relations 
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(for example, between Canada 
and Indigenous People) 
continue to inform our present 
social reality. “Canadians, 
including the Christian church 
in Canada, need to be aware of 
the ways that injustices have 
been enacted upon Indigenous 
people, and the many 
contributions of Indigenous 
people to Canadian society, in 
order that we may move into 

a future of mutual peace and 
right relationships.” 


Matt Buikema, a third-year 
social work student, has 
found the Indigenous content 
in his sociology courses at 
Redeemer to be beneficial 

not only to his future career, 
but also for understanding 
and loving his neighbour. 

“It is incredibly helpful and 
important to understand the 
rocky past between European 
settlers and the Indigenous 
peoples of Canada, as each 
student in their respective field 
may work with or for people 

of Indigenous heritage,” he 
says. "We, as Christians, are 
Called to love those around us, 
but you cannot love that which 
you do not know. Learning 
about an entire people 
group's history is crucial to 
understanding and loving 
them well.” 


Chiu has also included 
Indigenous voices in his 
leadership course for the past 
four years. “When it comes 

to leadership, hearing the 
experiences of Indigenous 
people is an important window 
to understanding how harmful 
beliefs about less powerful 
groups can run deep ina 
society, and even among 
members who are devoutly 
religious,” he says. 


In relation to the History of the Land project, 
Redeemer is working with an archaeological firm 
and Indigenous descendent communities including 
Six Nations of the Grand River, Mississaugas of 
the Credit First Nation and the Haudenosaunee 
Development Institute to improve and make more 
prominent the display of artifacts found on campus 
to enhance awareness and understanding of the 
land's history. "Redeemer has done lots of work 
over the past 30 years, but as we learn more, we're 
becoming more aware of how significant these 
sites are and how many people lived on this land 
before us," says Benbow. 


Tanya Hill-Montour, archaeological supervisor 
with Six Nations of the Grand River says the sites 
that were discovered on campus are extremely 
significant. “T]he items that were recovered 
provide the evidence to the history told and we 
know through oral traditions, those stories, the 
artifacts provided the context and truth telling. 
The artifacts also demonstrate the understanding 
of the village context and settlement patterns. We 
know through these collections of artifacts that 
we had settled in this area and the areas adjacent 
to Redeemer University; cultural affiliation of 
these artifacts is challenging and that is where 
oral traditions assist.” 


“Under the asphalt, 
there are scattered 
memories of people 
who went about their 
days as|do...” 


“It's exciting to understand that there is depth to 
the steps | take every day. Under the asphalt, there 
are scattered memories of people who went about 
their days as | do, and remembering that gives me a 
greater appreciation for the opportunity | have to be 
a part of this community," says Venema. 


As the current steward, Redeemer seeks to respect 
the stories of those who came before. The university 
has examined the land's history as part of its calling 
to take part in the renewing of all things. 


“Part of land stewardship is acknowledging the 
positive and the negative parts of its history, 
including the injustice and brokenness that are 
consistent themes in this land's story," says 
president Dr. David Zietsma. “By telling this story, 
we aim to demonstrate the created giftedness and 
image bearing of all people, while acknowledging 
that sin and brokenness permeate all creation. My 
hope is that these efforts at reconciliation point to 
the ultimate reconciliation that can only be found 
in Jesus Christ.” 


While engagement with Indigenous representatives 
hasn't always been comfortable, gratitude has been 
a shared sentiment by those involved. 


"Six Nations of the Grand River would like to 

thank and acknowledge that Redeemer is open 

to learn, consult and listen. These are important 

to reconciliation because we all grow together by 
learning.” says Hill-Montour. “! am optimistic that 
through strong relationship-building with universities 
(schools). the public and government sectors that 

we can create a type of reconciriation through 
education and knowledge.” 


ee 


A business student 
recently discovered how 
her business education can 
help her serve churches. 


HEN PEOPLE THINK 


If they do, it is often with the negative 
connotation that a church might be 


profiting in an unethical way instead of properly 
serving people. Even Sarina Tabet, a business 
honours major studying administration and 
management, did not fully realize how integrated 
business is with church, nor did she expect to 
complete her co-op at one. 


That is until she reached out to an old connection 
at Hope Bible Church in Oakville, and asked if she 
could put her in contact with anyone regarding 

4 CO-Op opportunity. However, instead of having 
her name passed along, Tabet was offered the 
Opportunity to complete her co-op at Hope. 


Tabet admits that she was “at first a bit hesitant” 
because she was attending a different church 
and knew that typically it was expected that 

you worship where you work, But Natasha—her 
supervisor —clarified that she wanted Tabet to 
stay involved with her current church if she took 
the co-op, stressing the importance of staying 
connected with community. 


“I was beyond thankful for the opportunity to 
work at one church and be involved in another, 


I believe that was only possible because God 
Opened the door” 
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of church they rarely think of business. 
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After accepting the offer, Tabet began her role as the events 
and special projects co-op student at Hope. She planned and 
oversaw conferences, retreats, camps, a wedding and a funeral, 
preparing event reports and budgets and being a liaison 
between clients and attendees. 


These tasks showed Tabet that there is a lot of business 
involved in event planning and church organizations. 


Though Tabet acknowledges that “events are more on the 
business side of church rather than the ministry side” she 
compares different aspects of ministry within the church to 
the “client” in the business model. Knowing that the church's 
priority must be to have “Christ at the centre of and above 
everything else,’ she demonstrated the integral role she had in 
ensuring her work was done in line with and for her faith. 


Tabet says the biggest lesson her co-op taught her was how 
her faith impacts event planning. 


“Twas beyond thankful for the 
opportunity to work at one church 
and be involved in another. I 
believe that was only possible 
because God opened the door.” 


“Walking into the Co-op, I wasn't sure how the two related. I 
learned quickly that any work I do should reflect my faith” 


Her time at Hope confirmed the knowledge that she must have 
this mindset as she 80s through life in whatever she does. 


“I may not always be Planning events for a church, but wherever 
I work I can show clients, coworkers, and maybe one day 
employees, the love of Christ by how J interact with them” 

Her supervisor played a big role in setting this standard. 


“During our first meetin 


i € the first question she asked me was 


(Ow she could pray for me. She was also always available and 
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te church always needs 
pusiness-minded people 
toserve as accountants 

to help with finance or 
marketers to help promote 
events, andso much more. 
Working at Hope showed 
me that business and 
church can relate.” 


willing to answer questions and offer advice. | am extremely 
grateful for her, and I hope I can be half as good a supervisor as 
she has been one day.” 


Though her co-op opportunity certainly opened a new door to 
her, Tabet knows her time at Redeemer put her in a position 

to excel in her event planning role. From preparing creative 
briefs in her marketing communications class, to budgets that 
dealt with revenue and expenses or just expenses in accounting 
classes, Tabet knows her learning was crucial to her success. 


Now that she has completed her co-op, Tabet is grateful for 
what was an unexpected experience, and encourages other 
business majors to consider finding opportunities in churches. 


“The church always needs business-minded people to serve as 
accountants to help with finance or marketers to help promote 
events, and so much more. Working at Hope showed me that 
business and church can relate.” 


But beyond the potential for career paths and opportunities, 
Tabet strongly believes that utilizing a business degree and 
knowledge in church gives you a front seat not only to see the 
church at work but to be a part something positive and larger 


than yourself. 


“It’s an opportunity you shouldn't miss or take for granted” @ 
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A fourth-year art 
mejor is taking 
opportunities God 
places on her path 
to learn more about 
herself and discern 
his calling for ner life. 


HEN OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKED, Jubilee Connor 


answered. 


She was in her third year at Redeemer 
University, pursuing a biology major and art 
minor. After filling out a poll that had been 
sent to science students, Jubilee cited her 
interest in work opportunities outside the 
classroom. She began the process of acquiring 
a co-op placement, meeting frequently with 
Bruce Wilson, director of Redeemer’s Career 
Centre, to create an appealing application and 
navigate logistics. 


“I knew I loved biology. 1 developed a passion 
for mycology, she said of the study of fungi 
and mushrooms, often used for medicine. 


But things change. As time passed, Connor's 
interests shifted. She encountered a scientific 
illustrator—a job she did not know existed. This 
altered her path, making her goal to become 
one herself while continuing to increase her 
knowledge in mycology. The result? Switching 
to an art major and biology minor. 
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However, instead of undoing the 
co-op process, Connor decided to go 
ahead with the unique opportunity. 
After some time on the job, she knows 
that she has learned, broadened her 
horizons and benefitted from this 
positive experience. 


Working for the federal government, 
Connor interned with Environment 

and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) as 

a project assistant for its operations 
office and integration systems 
management teams. Her responsibilities 
included: spreadsheeting, organizing, 
providing feedback on user guides and 
government documents, performing 
bug testing on credit and tracking IT 
systems, and becoming familiar with 
single window information management 
IT systems. 


“Acquiring this co-op was a very 
opportunity-driven process. Some 
miracles were performed while Bruce 
worked to have Redeemer recognize 
the program.” 


Connor admits that she “felt some 
imposter syndrome” when she started at 
ECCC because she had dropped biology 
to a minor, but as she has learned and 
become comfortable, it boosted 

her confidence. 


Considering herself someone who “has 
had a difficult time separating self-worth 
from academics” Connor's position has 
reassured her of her own intelligence. 
‘Tam €xtremely grateful for that. 1am 
shown time and time again that I am 
taken care of outside of myself, that my 


ee Plans are useless compared to 
Od’s plan for me” 


Thi : 

an understanding has allowed Connor 

' atl On the positive benefits and 
ner time at ECCC as an opportunity 


for learning and growth. 


“I don’t know if I see myself in this sort of position or 
organization more permanently. There are parts I enjoy, 
aspects I tolerate and some tasks | find draining—like most 
jobs” Connor says her role isn’t as glamorous as field biology 
or something of that nature, but it is equally as important to 
environmental stewardship. 


“Policy work, office tasks, they might not be everyone's dream 
jobs, but they can be rewarding” 


Connor's time at ECCC has also reinforced her passion for 
people, as she ultimately wants a job where she can foster 
growth in a team, in a position that isn’t performed in isolation. 


She credits her time at Redeemer with helping her develop her 
ability to collaborate, something she believes is a crucial quality 
in the workforce. 


“T am shown time and time 

again that I am taken care of 
outside of myself, that my backup 
plans ave useless compared to 
God's plan jor me.” 


“| attribute a large portion of my growth to Rooted Worship: 
Co-chairing the creative and expressive worship team allowed 
her to hone her leadership skills and learn about herself in a 
team environment, giving her a jump on being an effective 


team member. 


With time left in her co-op, Connor said she had learned a lot. 
“It has confirmed that I am good at this sort of work. 


She is grateful “for the future opportunity for stability this 
provides,” if she chooses to stay in the field. 


As someone who began university with the idea to be ambitious 
and pivot as she learned more about her interests ane abilities, 
Connor’s co-op is an example of this mindset. By doing s0— 
after her interests had somewhat shifted—she took a risk, 


er owledge and appreciation for 


one that has expanded her kni 
collaboration and fostering team growth. 

“It’s obviously been a journey. One I'm still taking. giving up my 
contro! while trusting in him” © 
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An entrepreneurial 
English student 
publishes his 
debut novel. 


tHe (AME o- 
WITS 


NATHAN REID-WEL ORD 
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OST STUDENTS SPEND their university years 
socializing, studying and attending classes, Fourth-year 
student Nathan Reid-Welford can relate. The only 
difference is that he also published a 230-page novel. 


Born in Keswick, Ontario, Reid 
arts in English writing, 
Redeemer University. 
of schools, his decisio: 
Study in a place whe 
and where he could 


“Welford is pursuing a bachelor of 

with minors in marketing and history at 

While he toyed with the choice between a number 
n to come to Redeemer was driven by his desire to 
re faith could be part of his educational experience, 
find authentic community amidst the pandemic. 


His book, Colin Harris: The Game of Wits, follows the life of Colin Harris, 
the rebellious and reckless highschool Student who winds up at a private 


“You see this in a variety of biblical characters, 
such as Paul. Colinis a kid who isn’t doing anything 
right, but he ends up rising to the challenge.” 


school named Clearview Academy. As he begins to grow as a person and get 
used to life at Clearview, he learns that there is more to the school than meets 
the eye and is thrust into a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to save the world. 
His book is targeted toward young adults and fits within the action, adventure 
and spy genres. 


Reid-Welford conceived of the idea of Colin Harris in middle school, and 

he continued to draft and edit the novel throughout high school. While at 
Redeemer, he completed some final touches and secured a publisher, officially 
launching the book in December 2022. Seven years in the making, his novel 
draws inspiration from book series such as Alex Rider and James Bond. Reid- 
Welford is working with FriesenPress, located in British Columbia, to publish, 
design and distribute his book. He says that this is all a learning process, 

and navigating the publishing industry produced a significant personal and 
professional growth. 


Reid-Welford is grateful for what he has learned at Redeemer and believes it 
will make his leap into a writing career much easier. 


“I was really adamant on taking business courses because I knew that with 
whatever I did—whatever creative product I made—I could expand on it and 
make a career out of it by knowing how to get it to people; says Reid-Welford. 
“Marketing has helped me feel more confident in approaching business owners 
and event planners and saying ‘I have something I know your people will want.” 


While the book is considered by his publisher to be ‘secular; there are nuances 
of the project that point to a greater source of inspiration. 


“In my business classes, I've been 
learning that you don't have to create 
a faith-based business, but your 
faith will impact how you conduct 
that business and what you do with 
that business, says Reid-Welford. 
“My book isn't a book about religion, 
but the way it's written, the things 

I do and don't do and even the way 

l interact with potential customers 
show that there is a faith and set of 
values that I hold to” 


The theme of redemption reveals 
itself within the novel as the 
protagonist learns to channel 

his desire for justice away from 
personal vendettas and toward the 
common good. 


“Even the broken and the lost can 
be molded and used for something 
good. You see this in a variety of 
biblical characters, such as Paul. 
Colin is a kid who isn’t doing 
anything right, but he ends up rising 
to the challenge.” 


This novel is the first book in what 
Reid-Welford plans to make a series; 
he has already started writing the 
sequel. With his English degree 
almost complete, set to graduate in 
2024, he is feeling confident that he 
will be able to make this a reality. 


“My degree, especially my creative 
writing classes, will help in the 
future as I forge ahead with this 
series. I've learned different 
techniques with imagery. detail and 
strategic ambiguity.” 


You can purchase Colin Harris: 

The Game of Wits in print or e-book 
format through FriesenPress and 
Amazon. © 
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Helping Seniors 
Thrive 


A cross-disciplinary team of students work to prevent and delay 
the onset of Alzheimer’s by leading brain exercise programming. 


HILE DISEASE AND iliness are devastating results 

of the Fall, Redeemer students Melody Breukelman and 
Emily French believe that there are ways that we canjoin 
in God‘s redemptive work, such as volunteering with the Brain 
Exercise Initiative (BEI). 


Breukelman and French are co-presidents of the Redeemer University chapter of BEI. 
Breukelman is a fourth-year pre-medicine student, with a minor in chemistry. French is also 
a fourth-year student, studying health sciences and psychology. As co-presidents, 
they lead a small team of volunteers, hailing from a variety of programs, who go 
into retirement homes to host brain exercise programming for older adults. These 
volunteers hope to improve cognitive function in those who have Alzheimer’s 
disease, a type of dementia, and those who are at risk of developing it. 


Founded by Dr. Esin Gumustekin, BEI is an American nonprofit 
organization with 80 chapters and 1,300 volunteers across the United States 
and Canada. Weekly BE! sessions last one hour, with 10 to 15 participants, and 
include three main, simple activities: trivia, mental math and reading aloud. The 
classes are flexible, as the exercises are adaptable to the preferences and needs 
of the participants. Session leaders encourage the residents to focus on speed, 
completion and social interaction rather than accuracy; the priority is putting the 
brain to work over any particular outcome. 


Breukelman and French both discovered the group at Redeemer’s clubs fair in 
their second year and have been volunteering ever since. This year, Redeemer's 
BEI chapter hosts programming at two retirement homes, Highgate 
Residence and Chartwell Deerview Crossing. y, 

The nonprofit has grounded its methodology in the innovative 
research done at Tohoku University by neuroscientist Dr. Ryuta 
Kawashima, published in the journal article “Reading Aloud and 
Arithmetic Calculation Improve Frontal Function of People With 
Dementia.” The research findings indicate that simple mental exercises 
can significantly assist in cognitive rehabilitation. 


BE! gives students invaluable opportunities for service and 
friendship across generational divides. 
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“Intergenerational relationships 
are super important,” says Breukelman. 

“As Redeemer students, we are constantly around 
people our own age, at the same stage of life. This 
opportunity lets me interact directly with seniors, which | 
don't regularly get to do-outside of some interaction at church. 
! You get a different perspective from them, especially when you get 
to hear their incredible life stories.” 


French says that her and Breukelman's passion for the seniors 
is the driving force behind what they do, adding that “the nature of 
the relationships is bidirectional. While we certainly serve the residents 
through the sessions, it is also an extraordinary blessing for us to talk to, 
learn from and feel cared for by them." 


a Breukelman and French describe the visits as being very rewarding, due to 
I n the genuine connections they make with residents. They've experienced BEI's 
N } impact-on both the seniors and themselves-first hand. 

\ ry single session.” 


\\\ “There was this one lady who came consistently to every $ 
f Says Breukelman. "She was always very involved, talkative, finished the ; 

exercises very quickly-and was more than 100 years old! She loved sti as 
\ apparently talked about the session to others in the retirement hogs days afte 
we were there." French remembers another very special woman: had this - 3 
resident with fairly severe Alzheimer's, but she had, on her cachet ae oe 
circled in bright red marker. She would even wait at the door for me wne 


arrived and ask for extra packets she could do during the week. 


Breukelman is currently applying to optometry ag ear ee 
is interested in researching the neural pathways Si me looking toa 
the eye. French also wants a career in health care, specifically saciea 
Career in nursing. She says that experience with BEI has been a 


>: 


SEES 


and has helped her solidify her future 
aspirations. 


"The relational aspect has been 
huge for me, and the opportunity 
to serve, help and connect with the 
seniors has helped affirm what | 
believe my calling to be,” says French. 
“| love the science aspect as well. 
I'm fascinated by how far research 
has come, but also how much more 
there is to discover. These exercises 
are supposed to delay and slow the 
progression, and the research is 
coming to life. Seniors are beating their 
previous times and remembering what 
we read about in past weeks.” 
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through the sessions, 7 
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blessing for us to tal 


carea for by them.” 


With a Christian worldview. 
Breukelman and French understand 
health care to be a tangible expression 
of God's command to love your 
neighbour. They also know that Ged 
is the great physician and is u'timately 
Lord over all, including our heaith. 


“With any disease we pray for 
healing, as we know that Ged 's ab’a to 
heal, buta lat of tne time that comes 
through the work of scientists, heaith 
scientists and researchers. says 
Breukelman. “God is working inreugh 
these peorie. even if inay con't realize it 
As part of health care, cart af our 
calling is to help peapie and come 
alongside them. showing trem 


Christ's love and grace.” © 
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is also an extraordinary 


Redeemer voices 


Anna-Maria Roth is pursuing 

a degree in marketing and minisiry. 
She is a prayer warrior who has 
overcome personal struggles through 
trusting in God and participating 

in Christian community. 


| was born in Kitchener and raised 
in New Hamburg, Ontario. | grew 
up ina small town and moved 
around a lot, but it was always 
within a 15-minute radius. 


| am a fourth-year business 
student majoring in marketing 
and minoring in ministry. 


G Supject Matter 


Something interesting that 

I've learned at Redeemer is 

that dark chocolate is the real 
chocolate and milk chocolate 
isn'ta full chocolate, and white 
chocolate, well, that's not even 
considered chocolate! But in all 
seriousness, | have also learned 
that marketing doesn't have to be 
manipulative and dishonest. You 
can put a Christian spin on it and 
create positive experiences for 
customers and stakeholders. 
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“When | felt like | had no one to 
rely on, my faith took me to 


Jesus Christ and|realized | 
could trust someone.” 


Something unique about me ts 
that | enjoy having a wall in my 
room with reminders to pray for 
the people | am praying for. | put 
all my cards, letters and photos 

| have with people from that 
year on my wall. | have had one 
every year since my first year 

of university, and | also have a 
prayer wall in my room at home. 
No matter the time of day, | can 
always be reminded to pray 
unceasingly and without doubt 
for those around me. It connects 
me to God and helps me grow 
closer to him. 


Faith Moment 


An important faith moment 
happened back in 2016, when 

I struggled with mental health. 
God had to grab me by the heart 
at my lowest point to bring me 
back to reality. My faith became 
important here because God 
was my counsellor through the 
thick of things. When | felt like | 
had no one to rely on, my faith 


took me to Jesus Christ and | 
realized | could trust someone. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 was meaningful to 
me: "Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths.” 


wrccene 


When | meet Jesus face to face, 
| want to ask him, “How are you 
able to be all over the place all 
at once?" 


Redeemernlove 


There are many things | love 
about Redeemer: the fellowship 
in the community, friends who 
become family, the warmth of 
faith, prayer from teachers, the 
depth of conversations and the 
ability to walk the halls and just 
talk with people. | appreciate 
the ability to learn while staying 
steadfast in my faith. 


pe 


“| have included Redeemer in my 


estate plans because it is a smal 
way that I can help continue the 
legacy of Christian education for 


future generations.” 


Leaving God's blessings to 
empower His mission. 


You have the power to make a lasting impact on Redeemer 
University and leave a legacy in Christian university education. 
Redeemer supporters enjoy easy, no-cost will planning through 
Our partners, Christian Stewardship Services and Link Charity. 


Contact us today for no-cost 
estate planning services. 


U 


Redeemer University 
877-779-0913 ext. 4475 
donorrelations@redeemer.ca 
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Brian Dijkema '04 says he was 
deeply moved when he learned he'd 
been selected as Redeemer's 2023 
Distinguished Alumni Award winner. 


"There's nothing so lovely as to be 
honoured by those you care about.” 


And care about Redeemer, he does. Since 
graduating with a bachelor of arts in 
political science and humanities nearly 20 
years ago, Dijkema hasn't stopped singing 
the praises of an educational experience 
he says was a watershed for him. 


The liberal arts and sciences education 

he gained at Redeemer has been critical 
to his career path and to the work he is 
currently doing, Dijkema says. Since 2011, 
he's been working for Cardus, a Christian 
non-partisan think tank dedicated to 
clarifying and strengthening, through 
research and dialogue, the ways in which 
society's institutions can work together for 
the common good. For the past five years, 
his role as vice president of external affairs 
has him working in policy, stakeholder 
relations and public relations, making 
presentations on Parliament Hill and 
contributing to newspapers and journals. 
He's also the senior editor of Comment 
Magazine, one of the core publications of 
Cardus. Dijkema helps translate the work 
of Cardus’ policy research in education, 
child care, family, health care, religious 
freedom, work and economics into 


practical possibilities for communities. 
His work has resulted in tangible legal 
change and shifts in Canadian public 
policy debate 


“The liberal arts education | received at 
Redeemer helped me read the world, 
understand the world and understand 
what it means to be human... and it helped 
make me attentive to the ways that policy 
can humanize and dehumanize,” he says. 
“Having that education and, more 
importantly, being formed to think, to 
notice and to attend to these things is 
critical for doing my work right now.” 


“[1] HELP PEOPLE SEE HOW LOVELY 
AND ULTIMATELY LIBERATING THE 
CHRISTIAN TRADITION IS.” 


He describes that work as helping 
policy makers, businesses and 
associations properly order their 
relationships with one another as 
human beings and as communities. 


Dijkema orders his life and relationships 
around his faith. Working in public policy 
and politics, he often sees a messy and 
dark side of the world. He sees people 
who are looking for power for their own 
gain, and he sees a lot of callousness 


towards those who are suffering. He says 
his faith is what gives him hope when the 
world seems hopeless. 


“We serve somebody who has died, 
gone to hell, returned and is in heaven! 
Not just metaphorically, but actually. 
That should change things. The reality 
that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead 
is life-changing for me.” 


As a person of faith living out the 
Gospel, and working with diverse 
stakeholders, his faith and worldview 
can't be separated from the work that 


he does. “I deal with people who are 
skeptical of Christianity and particularly 
skeptical when you say you're going 

to take it into the public square,” he 
says. He meets and works with people 
with a variety of different views on how 
society should operate. "I'm of the mind 
that 2,000 years of Christian social 
teaching shows us the best way to form 
[communities] for everyone whether 
you're a Christian or not. This is because 
it's a Gospel of love. It's ane that daes 


THE 2023 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD WINNER 
IS ACTIVELY STRIVING TO SHOW CHRIST’S LOVE TO 


COMMUNITIES THROUGH PUBLIC POLICY DEBATE 
AND LEGISLATIVE CHANGE. 


a Py 


SHOWS US THE BEST WAY TO 


not impose its vision of good upon you, 
but it creates the environment in which 
you can have an ecounter with the person 
of Jesus. It's not imposed, it's proposed; 
it’s a lover's proposition. The biggest 
thing | try to do at my work in a world that 
is often callous and dehumanizing is to 
help people see how lovely and ultimately 
liberating the Christian tradition is.” 


This posture towards others often plays 
out in meetings and events where Cardus 
actively seeks to interact with diverse 
people groups. 


"We try as much as possible to bring in 
people we disagree with, so we can have 
real conversations ... We live in a very 
polarized age and | think the possibilities 
of real face-to-face encounters are 
greater than we imagine. People’s 
willingness to have those, if they're done 
in good faith and charitably, are far 
greater than we can imagine too, and 
allow people to notice the freshness of 
Christian faith. This provides people with 
anew imagination for public debate that 
is missing in a world that, realistically, 
often acts in bad faith.” 


Dijkema's faith shapes the way he 
interacts with his family, his church, 
his community and his province, 

and ultimately shapes how he 
defines success. “Success is not 
primarily about getting what you want; 


Dijkema was 
presented with the 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award at a reception on 
September 26, 2023, 
during Redeemer's 
Alumni Week. 


INNER 


whether in politics or riches, 
or social standing. It's about 
becoming fully human. And 
what does it mean to be fully 
human? It means to glorify 
God and enjoy him forever,” 
he says. His Redeemer 
education helped him to 
better understand what it 
means to be fully human by 
understanding the world 
through history, the sciences, 
mathematics, physics, 

and by understanding the 
human imagination through 
art. “I think Redeemer is 

a rare place that provides 
you with a comprehensive 
understanding of what it 
means to be a human in the 
world. | think that's what 
Redeemer offers, and that's 
why | recommend it to 

every kid | know.” ® 


SOCIAL TEACHING 


FORM [COMMUNITIES]...” 
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A biology alumnus with a 
love of storytelling has 
founded his own science 
communications agency that 
caters to biotech companies. 
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LOVE STORIES,” 
says Paul Naphtali ‘14. 
He's taken that love to 


unexpected places after 
completing his bachelor of science in 
biology at Redeemer, doing his master 
of science in biology, and gaining 
PhD-level experience in biochemistry 
and biomedical sciences, both at 
McMaster University. 


With an educational background 
like his, you might expect Naphtali 
to be on a career path that has him 
conducting experiments in labs or 
working in a medical setting. But 
his love of stories has instead driven 


"ilove making science 
accessible for everyone... 
There’s so much good going 
onin the sciences.” 


him to participate in the industry in a different way. He recently launched 
his own company called GenoWrite, where he writes all kinds of marketing 
documents. Whether it's blog articles, social media posts, email newsletters, 
white papers or case studies, Naphtali strives to help tell the stories behind 
the important work biotech companies are doing. 


“Whenever a company has a writing need, I answer the call," he says. “I love 
making science accessible for everyone. From scientists to investors to the 
general public, | want to inspire understanding and action from anyone who 
reads what I write. There's so much good going on in the sciences. ] want 

to help people see that and use it to improve human health and the world 
around us. All of that comes down to us being created by God to marvel at 
what he's done and to see his glory everywhere we look. Whether it’s the big 
world of space above us or the tiniest of microbes that we can't see, I want 
to make him and his world knowable and approachable to all.” 


Naphtali credits Redeemer for his ability to synthesize complex data and 
scientific concepts into understandable stories. He says his well-rounded 
liberal arts education taught him how to think critically and figure out how 
things work. It eventually fostered in him a deep love of reading novels and 
telling stories that he leverages in his scientific writing. By writing about 
science in ways that resonate with his audiences, he helps drive pals ni~s 
clients' products and helps inform people about the world's intricacies which 
God has implanted. 

Part of the inspiration for his career direction came from an opportunity he 
had to write and advocate for those suffering with cystic fibrosis. oe cee 
great satisfaction talking with local government officials and working pe 
the story of why it was so important to make a drug called Trikafta avaliable 


in Canada. “Through our efforts, the government passed fast-tracking of 


approvals,” he says. “People's lives have been changed because of access to 
ake science writing & 


this drug. It was that effort which inspired me to m 
full-time career.” 


. it 
In the world of freelance writing, Naphtali says there Is a a eo 
how artificial intelligence (Al) might change the profession. n = 
continues to improve, he believes humans are still an integral part 


a hel 
storytelling, “I think freelance writing is safe. Al 1s just a tool. . = ” 
&€nerate ideas and write to improve presence on search a a wecieine 
firmly believe that there will always be a human — goat sepnifite: 
i 5 en when 

S a way to forge a connection between peoples” s that connection. Using 


to-face contact. Having Al do all the work removes 0" ust constantly 
Al also raises concerns about plagiarism since companies ™ 


i. istin: 
look to stand out from the rest. Finally, Al requires cache of existing 


writing samples and information to 
build upon its own texts. There's a 
lot of extremely technical writing 
and novel technologies that don't 
have precedence in existing writing 
samples. That means AI won't be 

as well-equipped to write on new 
research advances." 


Naphtali’s Christian perspective 
also plays into his work. He's well 
aware that the whole world is the 
Lord's and all its fullness. It was 

he who created order in this world 
and allowed absolute truth to be 
discovered and shared. 


“Furthermore, 
learning from 
Jesus's empathy and 
kindness aiso heiped 
me understand 


my clients and 
translate their work 
into stories that 
everyone else could 
understand end 
connect with.” 


“I learned to see the stories in 
everything through the story of 
Scripture. Jesus often used stories in 
his ministry. That framework helped 
me to find the stories underlying 
research data and share them in 

a way that encourages the reader 

to learn more and take action. 
Furthermore, learning from Jesus's 
empathy and kindness also helped 
me understand my clients and 
translate their work into stories that 
everyone else could understand and 
connect with. Looking back. I think 
it was because of Redeemer that I 
could begin to see all those stories 
come to life. It was there that the 
seeds were planted. It may have 
taken years to manifest. but it was 
worth cultivating and waiting for” 
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Following 
God’s Path © 


Hayley Blackwell '15 was called to 
the bar in June and is beginning a 
new role as a civil litigation lawyer 
in Hamilton. 


OR HAYLEY BLACKWELL "5, 
discerning God's calling for her career wasn't always 
obvious. After majoring in business and 
international studies at Redeemer, one of her 
professors encouraged her to apply for a position at Cardus, a 
non-partisan Christian think tank. After graduation, she gained 
full-time employment there, worked in a number of different 
positions and eventually found herself in fundraising. She soon 
realized fundraising was not what she was created to do. 


Reflecting on what might be the next step in her career, 
Blackwell was reminded of how, at seven years old, she had 
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wanted to be a lawyer, but at the time her 

parents had discouraged her because they felt 

all the painful injustices in the world would be 
overwhelming. While considering her next steps, 
she was reminded of this childhood dream. 

“I'd like to think I've matured a lot since I was seven, 
she said. “And yes, there is injustice in this world, 
but I'd rather be a part of improving that rather than 
just letting it be or exacerbating it” 


In practicing civil litigation, Blackwell sees herself 
as a contributor to a just society, even if it isn't 
the more obvious justice-seeking that happens 

in criminal law. 


“We as a society are all playing by a set of rules 

... Sometimes those rules can be complicated, 
sometimes they entitle us to things we don't always 
know how to access. What attracts me to the role is 
being in a position to help people understand their 
place in society, how those rules affect their lives 
and how they can adhere to them in a way that puts 
them in the best position they can be in” 


Since taking the LSAT exam, Blackwell has felt 
God's hand on her life every step of the way. 

After completing an internship at Christian Labour 
Association of Canada (CLAC), she was accepted 
into law school at Western University and moved to 
London. “God's hand on our path forward has been 
really evident, which has been really neat to see.” 


Blackwell was called to the bar in June and recently 
accepted a position with a Jaw firm in Hamilton. 

She credits Redeemer with teaching her how to 
think critically and reflecting what she was learning. 
“Law school teaches you how to think about the law; 
Redeemer taught me how to think about the world. 


“My goal and my intention is to have my faith be the 
foundation of what I do ... knowing that I don't do 

it for my own benefit, or even necessarily just for 
the benefit of my client, but I'm called to do it for a 


higher purpose, for the glory of God. That's really 
humbling and encouraging” © 


Joining the 
Conversation 
on Art and Faith 


An art alumnus shares his path to 
becoming an art appraiser and 
how he brings his faith to work. 


SELF-PROFESSED NERD, 

Francis Germain ‘18 always wanted to be a video 
game concept artist. Since his time at Redeemer as 
a fine arts major, his career evolved, taking turns he 


couldn't have predicted. 


A volunteer position at an art gallery in Dundas eventually 
evolved into a paid role for Germain. When the gallery's appraiser 
was stepping back, Germain saw his opening and stepped in. 

He began the process of art appraisal credentialing through the 
International Society of Appraisers and found that he enjoyed it. 


“Appraising is like the art world version of accounting, he says 
with a smile. “But it turns out I really like learning” 


His love for learning, particularly in the art space, has led him ‘ 
back to post-graduate studies twice since the completion of his 
art appraisal credentialing. He enrolled in a part-time master’s 
Program in modem art history and took advantage of some 


down time during the pandemic to complete his 
coursework. And since the fall of 2022, he’s been 
working towards a PhD in art history at McMaster. 


“The art world is in a really interesting place,” 

he says. “It's become increasingly disparate from 
where the general populace is at. It’s the new ivory 
tower. Where will it go next? That conversation 

is playing out. There are interesting voices in the 
Christian art world that are contributing to that. 

I want to be part of that conversation and my PhD 
is my ticket to that conversation” 


Germain has also begun conversations that attempt 
to find connections between church and art. 


“There's clot of trustin 
appraising; you re only 


od 


as good cis your word.” 


“There's a pretty large chasm between the church 
and the art world? he says. He hopes to develop ideas 
that, on a local or community scale, help to increase 
understanding on both sides and he's tapping into the 
experience of others who have attempted to develop 
similar connections in their own spheres of influence. 


Germain's faith is the foundation of everything he 
does. While the most exciting part of his work is 
meeting interesting figures in the art world and 
working with significant pieces like artworks by 
the Group of Seven, he’s found unexpected ways 
to help people through the task of art appraising 
as well. Appraisals are often required when a piece 
is changing hands, either through an estate or 

a separation. These are often sad or challenging 
seasons for those Germain is working with. 


“You end up supporting and helping people in 
some difficult situations, he says. “There's space in 
there for some good conversations and just being 
able to help people in those situations. That is 
impactful in and of itself” He says he aims to be a 
compassionate presence in difficult circumstances 
to the best of his ability. 


Ultimately, Germain wants to have integrity in his 
role. “There's a lot of trust in appraising youre only 
as good as your word. Being able to add integrity 
to that space is something that helps him bring his 
faith into his work. © 
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Sharing the Stories 
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We have more than 7,000 alumni all over the 
world who have all types of lite experiences In 
all types of careers. Read their stories in each 


issue of Resound. 


After graduating from Redeemer 
with a bachelor of science 

in biology, Michelle Correa 
received a master's degree in 
environmental science from 

Trent University. In June 2023, 
she began working as a federal 
advisor at the Métis Nation of 
Ontario, ensuring government and 
industry respect the interests of 
Metis communities. She currently 
lives in Hamilton, where she 
volunteers at Masala Ministries. 


JAMIN MUELLER '14 


Hannah Richmond graduated 
from Redeemer with a bachelor of 
science in health sciences and a 
minor in chemistry. Afterward, she 
completed a master of science 

in global health and a bachelor of 
health sciences in midwifery at 
McMaster University. In January 
2023, she became a practice 
partner at the Midwifery Group 

of Ottawa. She lives with her 
husband in Ottawa where they 
have been fostering since 2019. 


Jamin passed away peacefully on June 14, 2023. He had been working toward 
becoming a street photographer. He graduated from Redeemer with a bachelor of 
arts in psychology and English. Jamin will be dearly missed by his family and friends. 
Memorial donations can be made to Toronto General Hospital, Crohn's and 

Colitis Canada or McMaster Children's Hospital. 


ELAINE BURRILL '88 


She 


her husban 


Elaine passed away on February 6, 2023, surrounded by the love of her family. 


member of Emmanuel Reformed Church and served on the praise team. 
ted from Redeemer with a bachelor of arts. Elaine will be dearly missed by 
dand children, as well as family and friends. Memorial contributions can 


be made to Emmanuel Reformed Church or Woodstock Hospital Foundation. 


40 resound | FALL 2023 


EVA/DON EASTMAN ts 


Brydon Eastman earned 

a bachelor of science in 
mathematics and computer 
science from Redeemer. He 

then went on to receive a master 
of science from McMaster 
University and a PhD from the 
University of Waterloo. In January 
2023, he joined the team at 
OpenAl, creators of the famed 
ChatGPT, as a research scientist, 
investigating questions around 
aligning self-improving Al to 
human preferences. He lives in San 
Francisco, California, with his wife, 
where he volunteers at the San 
Francisco-Marin Food Bank. 


Jonathan Weverink received a 
bachelor of arts in art and philosophy 
from Redeemer. In 2015, he married 
his wife (and fellow alum), and they 
served together as missionaries in 
Nigeria. In June 2023, he premiered 
his debut short film, Sligo, in Toronto, 
Ontario. The movie, filmed in 
Hamilton, follows the mysterious 

true story of the deceased Irishman 
Peter Bergmann. Jonathan currently 
lives in Hamilton and works at 
Indwell, a Christian charity that works 
to create affordable housing. You can 
view Sligo at sligomovie.com. 


Have a story to share? 
Email alumni@redeemer. 

ca or submit a story at 
redeemer.ca/submit-story. 
We'd love to hear from and 
connect with you! 


We'll look out for you. 
It’s what families do, 


The path to savings starts 
with a quote through Deeks. 


Since we began in 1981 Deeks Insurance has always treated 


our customers like family. Deeks provides Redeemer Redeemer 
University alumni, faculty & staff access to preferred | University 


rates on home and auto insurance, 24/7 emergency claims 


riendly customer service. 
SMRpere Sigel at Proud to partner with 


Call Deeks for a home or auto insurance quote today at | 
1.855.633.1964 deeks 


or visit deeksinsurance.ca Where Tamil, Matters 


Deeks Insurance is a tradename of D.L Deeks Insurance Services inc. a licensed insurance intermediary and operates 35 Deans insurance Services in Shitish 
Columbia. Home and auto policies underwritten exclusively by Unifund Assurance Company (“Unifung”). Car insurance coverag2 rot avalasie in BC. MB or SK 
Home and car insurance coverage not available in QC, NWT. NU, or YK. Deeks Insurance ard Unifuna share Soi SING we = Secon >A sepa: 
limitations, exclusions or additional costs may apply, and/or may vary by province Deeks Insurance and logo is 3 trademark of OL Cress insurance Ser ces Inc 
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God atthe Centre 


Dr. Fellipe do Vale, the 2023 Emerging 
Public Intellectual, is exploring what it 
means to be human and ordering our 


lives around our love for God. 


HE EMERGING PUBLIC intellectual Award, hosted by 
Redeemer University and sponsored by Acton Institute, Cardus, 
the Center for Public Justice (Washington DC), the Council for 
Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU), the Henry Institute at 
Calvin University and the Mouw Institute for Faith and Public Life at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, is intended to recognize and foster emerging talent, 
those working in the Christian academy who excel in both academic and 
public spheres and whose work impacts the common good. 


Dr. Fellipe do Vale, the 2023 EPI winner, spends his time swimming in the 
deep waters of the intersection between theology and Bender. In his work, 
he explores the sensitive yet critical questions around how to understand 
the relationship between our embodiment, our loves and the complex social 
and cultural realities of our day. Do Vale is assistant professor of biblical 
and systematic theology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, 
Illinois. He holds a PhD in religious studies from Southern Methodist 
University, master's degrees in both systematic theology and church histor 
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and a bachelor of arts in philosophy 
and gender studies from Calvin University. ‘ 


44 resound | FALL 2023 


“Fellipe do Vale's work applying 
Augustine's theology to questions 
of gender and identity provides a 
Serious resource for young adults 
as they begin to explore these 
questions and creates a seedbed 
for discussion from a distinctly 
Christian perspective,” says 

Emily Crouch, program director 
for Shared Justice at the Center 

for Public Justice and selection 
committee member. “Do Vale is 
really thoughtful and careful in the 
way that he writes-and speaks-and 
this thoughtfulness paired with 
work over such a live question in 
our culture is a large part of the 
reason he is receiving the EPI 
Award this year.” 


“We're not called just to 


love, but to order our 
loves and to have loves 
that are rightly oriented 
around a supreme love 
for God above alll.” 


Do Vale looks to find a way beyond the deadlock that exists in 
gender debates. He believes it is a critical part of discipleship 
for Christians. 


“I think that gender identity is all about the organization of 
social goods around a sexed body in the effort to manifest 

an identity, and in ideal circumstances, the identities shaped 
by these goods would be perfectly aligned with the sexed 
body. Yet, we see in Scripture (Rom. 8:23, Phil. 3:21) that this is 
hardly ever the case, and in some way or another, our bodies 
are experienced as wrong due to the effects of sin and the 
coming redemption of the body. Gender and the sexed body 
must go together, must be friends, and that is a long, painful 
and crucial aspect of discipleship.” 


Taking cues from Augustinian theology, do Vale finds clues 
about human identity from a theology of love. “How do we 
understand human identity? What does it mean to be human, 
not just abstractly but in the sort of messy day in, day out 
things that we encounter every day? Augustine's answer is: 
‘We are what we love.” But love, for Augustine, isn’t just 
something that is spontaneously generated, it’s also something 
that has a grounding in God. 


“We're not called just to love, but to order our loves and to have 
loves that are rightly oriented around a supreme love for God 


above all" do Vale continues. He contends that if gender is part of 


our identity and our identities are formed by what we love, and 
if what we love is meant to be oriented around God, we suddenly 
have this deep and vital connection between gender and God. 
“It's a vital contribution to the life of our discipleship. It’s not 
just something that God has left us in the lurches about. It's 
something that we are called to care deeply about insofar as 

it has everything to do with how we live to God. 


Digging deep into these concepts, do Vale has 
written a book due to be out November 21 called 
Gender as Love: A Theological Account of Human 
Identity, Embodied Desire, and Our Social Worlds. 
Init, he first maps out the landscape, discussing 
what people are saying when they talk about gender 
and why those answers may not be completely 
satisfying. He has found that there are two tasks: 
“We have a descriptive task. We have to say what 
gender is in all of its messiness, brokenness, 
goodness and clarity, what gender feels like when 
we step outside the theology class and it hits us in 
the face. When we go and watch the Barbie movie 
or when we go to the mall ... And then we can ask 
the normative question: Is that how it should be? 

Is it right that things are this way? And that’s where 
that ordering of loves comes in” 


Do Vale feels it's important to see gender in our 
particular context before we determine how to 
respond as Christians. “When we encounter this 
world of gendered goods that's already out there, 
what is our Christian task? What does wisdom, 
discipleship, love of neighbour or responsibility to 
our bodies look like? We don't have to make gender 
up from the ground up ... Which is both, I hope, an 
alleviation-we don't have to say what gender is in 
all times and all places-but it’s also a much harder 
task because it's the task of discipleship, it's the 
task of moral agency, it’s the task of wisdom and 
resembling Christ in all that we do” 


Dr. Fellipe do Vale will give The World and 
Our Calling Lecture on January 24, 2024, 
at Redeemer University. 


uiding 
Principles 


Two faculty discuss their experience 
teaching in the law and public 

policy minor at Redeemer and the 
importance of Christian participation 
in law and the public square. 


ROM THE WAY 

a newborn baby is 

transported home from the 

hospital to the way human 
remains are dealt with after death, the 
law governs it all. 


This is why André Schutten, a professor 
in Redeemer's law and public policy 
minor, says we should care about and 
teach students about the law and policy 
from a Christian perspective. 


“The law touches every aspect of 
human life and citizenship,’ says 
Schutten. “It makes authoritative 
claims on your life. Why would 
Christians want to abandon that?" 


It's what led both Schutten and Kris 
Kinsinger, among other well-qualified 
experts in their fields, to lend their 
time and expertise to the law and 
public policy minor, launched in 2022. 
Both lawyers, Schutten specializes 

in constitutional law and is legal 
counsel and teaching fellow with the 
Association for Reformed Political 
Action Canada, while Kinsinger 

is pursuing a litigation practice 

and is the national! director of the 
Runnymede Society. 
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Kinsinger recently edited a collection of papers developed from the 
Runnymede Society's March 2022 academic symposium, “The Unwritten 
Principle of Constitutionalism in Canadian Jurisprudence: 


“It’s a volume on the unwritten principle of constitutionalism, a principle 
that has been recognized by the Supreme Court of Canada,’ Kinsinger says, 
adding that constitutionalism and the rule of law are companion principles. 
The rule of law means the exercise of civil authority needs to be done in 
accordance with rules or laws. Constitutionalism is a specific application of 
that principle, simply meaning that the exercise of authority needs to comply 
with the constitution. “There's been a lot of scholarship on the rule of law, 
but not as much on this unwritten principle of constitutionalism, so we 
wanted to put together a collection that broadly engaged with some of the 
themes that emerge when thinking about this principle” 


“The law touches every aspect of human 
life and citizenship. It makes authoritative 


claims on your life. Why would Christians 
want to abandon that?” 


Kinsinger says it was a fun project to work on that aligned well with a 

lot of the work he is doing with the Runnymede Society, which he says 
could be described as “a coalition of constitutionalists of different stripes.” 
Many of the contributors were members of the Runnymede Society, 

but it also reached further afield. Ontario Court of Appeal Justice Peter 
Lauwers contributed an article and has been generous with his time. Of an 


appearance in a Redeemer !aw class, Kinsinger says, “It was really cool for 
students to hear about the role of judges” 


Kinsinger speaks highly of his 
experience at Redeemer, and 
particularly of Redeemer students. 


“They were bright, engaged and keen 
to take their understanding of the 
Christian faith and apply it to the 
study of law,” he says. He was pleased 
to see students engage in open- 
minded but rigorous discussion. 


“| don't try to hide my own viewpoints 
... but I try to encourage a robust 
open dialogue where students can 
feel free to disagree,” he says. “We 
need to continue to engage with the 
broader scholarship and the broader 
mission of the university. We need 

to be thinking about ideas that are 

in the public square and look at how 
Christians are responding to them. 
How as Christians do we try to bring 
our understanding of Scripture and 
theology to bear on public debates 
about the law?” 


Schutten says it’s important to 
recognize some key components of 
Redeemer’s program that students 
won't find elsewhere. He speaks of the 
profound positive impact Christianity 
has had on the development of the law. 


“We need to be thinking about ideas that 
are in the public square and look at how 
Christians are responding to them.” 


“The gospel has shaped in profound and positive ways the development 
a the western legal system. If you don't recognize that, if you don't point 
it out, it won't be appreciated,” he says, adding that the idea of universal 
human rights comes out of Judeo-Christian presuppositions. “We can be 
thankful for, celebrate, learn from and lean into that. It helps Christians 
have some confidence that they have something good to offer the world 
when it comes to the shaping of public policy and the development and 
practice of law." 


Without a Christian law school in Canada, Redeemer’s minor is one of 
only a few universities where students can learn about the law from a 
Christian perspective, Schutten points out. 


“There's an entire branch of government that is exclusively reserved 

for lawyers. We need to have lawyers that are Christians. They have to 
think Christianly about the law. I think that's what Redeemer’s minor is 
going to help them do. It's going to be such a valuable start. They will be 
well equipped to ask the critical questions that they need to ask, so 
they can remain Christian thinkers as they practice law.” @ 


FALL 2023 | resound 47 


ACADEMICS 


sor Phil Irish sails 
- the north as part of The Arctic | 
Circ le residency program. 
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like spending tim 

is the case for Redeem eT 

Phil Irish. who was selected to partich 
Arctic Circle residency program that took place in 


Out of Svalbard, Norway. Irish embarked on a northern’ x brea 
journey. spending one week at the Spitsbergen Artists Center _ 


and two weeks aboard the sailing vessel Antigua. Thirty artists 
and scholars were part of the trip, hailing from all around the “¢ 
world and specializing in diverse forms of media. 
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During his residency, Irish developed 
a new body of work. He made small 
oil paintings of animals, which he cut 
out to make collage elements. Using 
pins, needles and a wooden frame, 
he created a number of complex, 
three-dimensional models that 
interact with the physical world, 
which he then photographed. Like 
the biblical figure of Adam, Irish 
explains that he sought to see, name 
and be in loving relationship with the 
life around him through his works of 
art. His project expresses an awe of 
God, while seriously considering the 
Fall's consequences. 


“There was a sense of wonder, scale 
and beauty-but the fragility was 
very clear,’ says Irish. “It made me 
ask, ‘How do we rethink things, do 
our theology well and live better as 
individuals and groups?” 


Through his Arctic exploration, Irish 
was keen on exploring humanity's 
mandate to take care of the world. 


“Part of the theme of my project 
was asking, ‘How might we 
reimagine our human agency to 
include the responsibility to serve 
the world’s other inhabitants, the 
animals, as opposed to building 
for our own gain?” 


A highlight for Irish was, on the final 
night, listening in as the sounds of 
creatures below cut through the 
silence of the sea. The thunderous, 
mysterious breath of the blue whale 
echoed throughout the deck. Job, 
says Irish, came to mind during this 
moment; this biblical figure talked 

to God about speaking to the earth 
and then listening to what it has to 
say in return: “But ask the beasts, 
and they will teach you; the birds of 
the heavens, and they will tell you; or 
the bushes of the earth, and they will 
teach you; and the fish of the sea will 


declare to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord 
has done this? In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all 
mankind” (Job 12:7-10). 


Issues around land, landscape and space—and their transformation—have 
always been dominant themes in Irish’s art. Studying the earth and creation 
care are natural extensions of this fascination, and this trip gave Irish the 
opportunity to look more closely at these topics. Climate change is commonly 
referred to as a wicked problem, with solutions requiring the cooperation of 
nearly every discipline: economics, engineering, politics, science and more. 
For Irish, faith and theology have important places in this list. 


“The idea that humans have dominion over creatures has often been poorly 
understood,” says Irish, adding that our kinship with other creatures, creatures 
we share the earth with, is something we don't spend enough time thinking 
about. “I think my art plays a role in this. We ought to ask, ‘How are we here to 
serve?’ Art making is about paying attention to meaning in the world, but also 
being a meaning maker. As an artist, I hope to shape conversations” 


Irish sees his work as part of a wider tradition of redemptive artwork. This type 
of artwork, championed by Christian scholars such as Calvin Seerveld. lays bare 
the reality of our broken world, refusing to shy away from suffering. 


“How do we participate in what God wants to do with this world?” says Irish. 
“How do we, using our area of interest and expertise, lean into God's future? 
A big part of this is being a truth teller about the world’s problems.” 


There was great opportunity, Irish says, in being with people from across 
the globe who all share a serious sense of urgency, communing on a ship 
surrounded by melting glaciers. For Irish, this experience epitomized art's 
ability to transcend barriers; it connected people with diverse backgrounds 


and core convictions. 


Irish has two art exhibitions booked for 2024 that will focus on the work he 
began during his residency. © 
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Redeemer 


Dr. Yong Fang 
Zhu is a biology 
and health 
sciences professor 
in natural sciences 
and mathematics. 


Home Base 


| was born in Shanghai, China. In 
1999, | immigrated to Canada and 
have since been saved by God's 
grace. | live in Ancaster with my 
family and enjoy gardening, hiking, 
painting and sharing food. 
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Stimulating Subject Matter 


The most interesting thing 

I've taught is on the topic of 
peripheral pain. Prior to joining 
the faculty at Redeemer, | 
worked at McMaster University 
as a research scientist in 
pathology and molecular 
medicine. My research interest is 
understanding the mechanism 
of pain sensational pathways and 
identifying effective treatment 
methods for chronic pain. 


Teaching Tips 


| believe that it's paramount for 
faculty to recognize students as 
mature, active learners with an 
ability and willingness to learn. 
We must recognize our role as 
facilitators of adults’ desire to 
learn beyond the curriculum 
and delve into the realities of 
everyday life, thereby helping to 
develop the whole person. A key 
role of teaching in all science 
disciplines is to build empathy 
in active participation. We need 
firmness, fairness and flexibility. 
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Atime when my faith was 
meaningful to me was when 
Irealized | could integrate my 

work and my faith. The idea 

that there must be an inner 
connection between the Gospel 
and scholarship, as written in 
Redeemer's The Cross and Our 
Calling, is inspiring. After reflecting 
on Redeemer's identity and vision, 
I was ona mission to pursue 
teaching and research within this 
Christian academic community, 
Irealized the overall purpose of 
Christian university education is to 
equip people to serve as witnesses 
to Christ's victory in their various 
future vocations. 


“| BELIEVE 

THAT IT'S 
PARAMOUNT 
FOR FACULTY 
TO RECOGNIZE 
STUDENTS AS 
MATURE, ACTIVE 
LEARNERS WITH 
AN ABILITY AND 
WILLINGNESS 
TO LEARN.” 


In Conversation with Christ 


| seek to discover God's will for 
my life and pay attention to how 
he has gifted me. When | see 
Jesus face to face, | would like to 
thank God for all that he has done 
for me and ask him if | followed 
his plans for me. 


Redeemer Love 


One of my favourite things about 
Redeemer is the chapel services. 
l attended a service this past 
April where | was so moved that 
all members of the Redeemer 
community gathered midweek 
to spend 40 minutes in praise, 
Prayer and encouragement from 
Scripture. The service made me 
think of John 17:15-16: "I do not 
ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them 
from the evil one. They are not of 
the world, just as | am not of the 
world, Sanctify them in the truth; 
your word is truth." 
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SCHOOL THEME 


Redeemer's theme for this 
academic year is “Learning in 
Christ," inspired by Colossians 
2:6-7. The community will focus 
its attention on intentionally 
learning from the life, ministry 
and teachings of Jesus. 
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TAKING NOTE 


Welcoming... 


Rev. Dr. Bill DeJong 


FACULTY CHAPLAIN 


Rev. Dr. Bill DeJong 

‘93 joined Redeemer 
this summer in the new 
role of faculty chaplain. 
Previously, DeJong was 
a pastor at Blessings 
Christian Church and a 


part-time instructor at Redeemer. Alongside 
being faculty chaplain, he is continuing in 
both roles part time. DeJong holds a PhD 
from McMaster Divinity College and an MDiv 
from Mid America Reformed Seminary. 

He is looking forward to fostering spiritual 
formation among staff and faculty. 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF BIOLOGY 


In July, Dr. Kenneth Anyomi joined 
Redeemer as assistant professor of 
biology. Anyomi has a PhD in forest science 
from Laval University and a MSc from 
Freiburg University. He researched forest 
management practices at universities 

in British Columbia and Quebec, as welt 

as Ontario's Ministry of Natural Resources. Heis excited to 
continue to serve the Lord in his academic work, 


ee 
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Kendra Baker 


DIRECTOR, HUMAN 
RESOURCES 


Kendra Baker recently joined Redeemer 
as director, human resources, Previously, 
Baker worked in human resources at 
Huron Perth Children’s Aid Society. She 
has a bachelor of arts from Western 
University and a human resources 
management graduate certificate from 
Lambton College. Additionally, she has her certified human 
resources professional (CHRP) designation. 


Dr. Monica Chi Eaton 


ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
OF SOCIAL WORK 


Dr. Monica Chi Eaton joined 
Redeemer in December 2023 as 
an associate professor of social 
work. Chi Eaton has a PhD in social 
work from Wilfrid Laurier University 
and a master of social work from 
the University of Toronto. She has 


a decade of experience in roles such as clinical social 
worker and director of a family service agency. 


Rev. Samuel Kim 


STUDENT LIFE 
CHAPLAIN 


7 


Rev. Samuel Kim joined Redeemer 

this summer as Student Life Chaplain. 
Kim comes with more than 25 years of 
ministry experience, previously pastoring 
Congregations in Mississauga, Hawaii, 
California, Maryland and Missouri. He 
holds a master of theology, a master 
ursuing a doctoral degree at Tyndale 
profit organizational leadership. Kim looks 
Ng students. 


of divinity andis p 
University in non- 
forward to discipli 
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ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF BUSINESS 


Redeemer welcomed Zac Thomas as 
assistant professor of business in July 
2023. As the new accounting professor, 
Thomas has a wealth of business 
expertise, having recently completed an 
MBA from Wilfrid Laurier University. He 
is a chartered professional accountant 
(CPA)with more than a decade of industry experience and 
has taught at Conestoga College since 2018. 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
RELIGION AND THEOLOGY 


| Jason Yuh joined Redeemer as 
assistant professor of religion and 
theology in early 2023. His specialty 
is biblical studies, with a MDiv 

from Westminster Theological 
Seminary and working towards a 
PhD at the University of Toronto. He 
is currently the lead pastor of New Hope Fellowship - 
Uptown, a ministry of Light Presbyterian Church. 


Farewell to... 


Josiah Bokma 


STUDENT LIFE 
CHAPLAIN 


After seven years of faithful service at 
Redeemer, Josiah Bokma left his role as 


Dr. Yong Fang Zhu 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
HEALTH SCIENCES AND BIOLOGY 


Dr. Yong Fang Zhu joined 
Redeemer as assistant professor of 
health sciences and biology in July 
2023. Zhu has degrees in biology, 
pedagogy, computer science, 
biochemistry, biomedical science, 
neuroscience and behavioural 
science, with more than a decade of research 
experience. Prior to joining Redeemer, she worked at 
McMaster as a research scientist in pathology and 
molecular medicine. 


Dr. Russ Kosits 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 

OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Dr. Russ Kosits, assistant professor of 
psychology since 2006, left his role at 
Redeemer in July 2023. While at Redeemer, 
Kosits wrote about worldview pluralism in 
psychology, leveraging Redeemer's Christian 
foundation. With his scholarship and teaching. 
he advocated for research that was both from 
a Christian perspective and intended for mainstream audiences. 
Kosits was also the first Albert M. Wolters fellow in the social 
sciences. He will be dearly missed by the Redeemer community. 


Marlene Power 


LIBRARY DIRECTOR 


After 31 years of dedicated service, Marlene 
Power retired in May 2023. She served 
the Redeemer community for many years 


chaplain in May 2023. Bokma brought fresh 
energy to the chapel program, led discipleship 
groups and hosted various spiritual formation 
workshops. He invested in students through 
mentoring and leadership development, 
making evident his passion for discipleship. He will be missed 
dearly by staff, students and faculty. 


as the public services librarian. and vas 
later promoted to library director, a ro’e she 
held for eight years. Power faithtuly 'ed 

the library team, ail while skilfully assstng 
countless students. Power will ce missed fo: her collascrative 
spirit and thoughtful presence. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Rend Collective 


———- 


NOVEMBER 3 - 4, 2023 


BEATURING 


EEIAS 
DUMMER 


Rend Collective in Concert x Campus Visit Day 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2023 


Redeemer University is hosting Rend Collective for two, sold-out public concerts 

on November 3 & 4, 2023. Tickets are still available for Grade 10, 11, 12 and 

transfer students who attend the November 3 Campus Visit Day. Check out further 
opportunities to learn about Redeemer's one-of-a-kind community including Campus 
Visit Day on October 18, Future Student Open House on November 18 and Bachelor 
of Education Information Evening on November 9. 
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Ashes for Medicine 


OCTOBER 23, 2023 - 
JANUARY 19, 2024 


Redeemer's fall art exhibit, Ashes for 
Medicine, will present work by artist 
Shelley Vanderbyl. This solo exhibition, 
her first since an ovarian cancer 
diagnosis, explores themes of healing, 
comfort and beauty amidst pain. 

Joir: us for an opening reception on 
November 2, 2023. 


Wolters Centre Social 
Sciences Lecture 


NOVEMBER 1 


Join Redeemer for the 2023 Albert 

M. Wolters Centre for Christian 
Scholarship Social Sciences Lecture. 
This year's speaker is Dr. Jordan Ballor, 
whose talk is titled "Abraham Kuyper 
and the Economic Teachings of the 
Heidelberg Catechism." 


For rare information about events at Redeemer visit redeemer.ca/events 


CAREER (+) CALLING 


Career + Calling Job Fair 


NOVEMBER 8 


Join us for Redeemer’s job fair, 
presented by the Career Centre. 
Students can drop in and meet with a 
variety of organizations. Organization 
representatives will be available for one- 
on-one career conversations and ready 
to discuss potential co-op, internship, 
and work opportunities. 


Messiah 


DECEMBER 1, 2 


Redeemer University | 

Central Presbyterian Church 

Celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ at 
Redeemer's Christmas Concert, Messiah, 
composed by George Frideric Handel. 
This oratorio will be performed by the 
Redeemer University choir, accompanied 
by an alumni choir and featured soloists. 
Come see Dr. Chris Teeuwsen's final 
concert before retirement. 


The World and Our Calling 


JANUARY 24 


Dr. Fellipe do Vale, the 2023 Emerging 
Public Intellectual, will be visiting 

Redeemer for a day of speaking 
engagements including an evening lecture. 
Do Vale applies Augustine's theology to 
questions of gender and identity. 
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The Redeemer Podcast ) 
w 

0:10 - Welcome -28:27 
-2@c-; 


ede 
cast 


] Vv The Redeemer Podcast 
| u 


‘reqeemer 
cast 


Now Streaming... 


Get an in-depth look at Redeemer University and what it has to offer- 
programs, research, community, worship, athletics, career preparation, 
innovation-through the stories of those who are (or have been) a part of it all. 
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* SOME SAY THE university yedr ii best 
ears of your life. That makes # am Sound easy-and 
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opportunity onone hand-and a broken world/on t 
other. How do those things fit together? Thean 
begins with the truth that Jesus Is king o aril of It 


. i, 
When you venoneh you can see adventure and. ” 


At Redeemer University, 
and prepare but also to 
It's where your faith and future co 
you're ready for the road ahead. 
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Down that road. you might look back and say that 
these were the best years of your life. And you'll 1 | 
remember there were ups and downs, but that going | 
there was the best thing you did to get ready. 


READY FOR WHAT? ANYTHING. »+) Redeemer | 


